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The most-used finishes are presented here. Plaster, composition
panels, plywood, wood, metal, and miscellaneous materials for
walls, ceilings, and floors are considered, and paint, wall paper, and
fabric-covered interior surfaces are discussed briefly. However,
much more information about them should be acquired, possibly
from the pamphlets of manufacturers of materials.
Plaster. Plaster is often used for interior wall finish. It may
be left in its natural color, it may have color mixed through-
out, or it may be painted. Mixing the color with the plaster is
desirable because then it cannot accidentally be rubbed oft
Whitewashed plaster is excellent for cottages, particularly of the.
Spanish colonial type.
Unsmoothed plaster showing the natural trowel marks slightly
is permissible in some types of homes, such as primitive, Spanish,
or early English. Smooth plaster is necessary background for fine
furniture, such as that of the eighteenth century. In fact, smooth
plaster is quite generally used, because it is more pleasant to touch
than rough plaster and is a good base for paint or wall paper.
One of the disadvantages of plaster is that it cracks. Plastering
also is a slow process and requires expert workmanship* It must
be applied wet; the moisture affects all the wood in the building,
and, when swelling subsides, cracks .are often left. Wet plaster
also freezes and may fall off in very cold weather.
Composition Wall Boards.   Asbestos, wood fibers, sugar-cane
fibers, cement, and other materials are made into interior wall
boards, which can usually be procured in room heights and to
fit different areas, so that their joinings can be made a part of the
architectural design.   Wall boards are now extensively used, par-
ticularly in housing projects where rapid construction is necessary,
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